for thousands of years before and will be for a
hundred centuries to come. It is still by far the
most important pass in all Asia, if not in the
world. Sooner or later the Government of
India will weaken as a result of the present
policy of giving India to the Indians, for India
is not one nation, but fifty nations. The three
hundred and twenty million people speak eighty
different languages. They cannot understand
one another, and have no more in common than
have Finns and Sicilians. A land like this must
necessarily fall an easy prey to any invading army.
Afghanistan is a strong power on the immediate
border. The Afghans are warlike mountaineers.
They are envious of the British in India, and one
day they will surely sweep down and overrun
the plains of Hindustan, just as their ancestors
did, unless meantime the millennium should
chance on earth. In 1919, shortly after his
succession, the Amir of Afghanistan tried actively
to menace India but did not get so far as the
Khyber.

Just beyond the narrow walls of Ali Masjid
Gorge the Khyber opens out into a wider valley,
dotted with the fortified villages and high watch-
towers of the Zakka Khel, an unruly clan of the
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